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Energy Efficient Retrofitting – A comparative analysis of implemented strategies in Bosnia-Herzegovina and Slovenia
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Sustainable approaches in retrofitting buildings for energy efficiency are becoming inevitable in the time of global climate change. Retrofitting existing building stock can be effective in reducing global energy consumption and decreasing resource overexploitation. However, less developed EU member states and neighbouring developing countries show reluctance towards healthy and renewable materials and their use in the building recovery process. This can be explained by different influences – a chain effect that goes from legislation and lack of effective strategic programs and action plans to consumers who prefer materials that are more affordable, regardless of their environmental or health impact. This process directly reflects on an industry incapable or not interested enough to produce equally priced materials from sustainable resources. Global issues primarily reflect on developing countries, such as Bosnia-Herzegovina, that cannot afford better or more innovative energy recovery systems. This research aims to display analysis of documents and legislation regarding retrofitting of residential buildings in Bosnia-Herzegovina and Slovenia. To address this broad problem, analysis of differences between good practice environments and environments where resistance towards sustainable retrofitting is present was performed. The analysis tackled indirect causes, studied legal foundations (rulebooks and official gazettes) and examined strategic frameworks (energy strategies, action plans), providing concise insight thereof and pointing out potential barriers to implementation of recommended retrofitting solutions based on renewable materials. Furthermore, this research sets a good platform for further similar analyses of other countries in the region.
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